
Early Childhood Teacher
Registration 

Current National Framework
for Teacher Registration
The National Framework for Teacher
Registration is a nationally consistent
framework for the registration of teachers in
all states and territories in Australia. Only
registered teachers may be employed to
teach in schools and early childhood settings.

The National Framework currently provides a
minimum qualification requirement for
registration as completion of at least four
years of higher education (full-time or
equivalent) study, including an initial teacher
education program accredited in Australia; or
an overseas qualification assessed as
equivalent.

From 6 June 2024, early childhood teachers
who have graduated with an Australian
Children's Education and Care Quality
Authority (‘ACECQA’) qualification – with
focus upon 3-year birth-to-five bachelor
degrees - will be eligible to be registered as a
teacher providing education in an early
childhood setting in South Australia.

The Teachers Registration and Standards
Regulations, 2024 have been amended 
to support minimum qualification
requirements for early childhood teachers
holding an ACECQA approved qualification.  

Teacher registration under the new
requirements will be limited to providing
education in early childhood settings. This
will be clearly marked on the Certificate of
Registration and noted on the Public
Register.

The Condition states: 

The holder of this registration is restricted to 
providing preschool education to children
who have not yet attained the compulsory
school age at a preschool, a preschool
program delivered in a school separate
from children who are receiving an
education program for compulsory school
aged children, a centre-based long day care
and out-of-school hours care service.

ACECQA approved
qualifications will now be
accepted for teacher
registration in South
Australia.

Royal Commission into Early 
Childhood Education and
Care
The South Australian Premier and the
Minister for Education, Training and Skills
supported the 43 recommendations of the
Royal Commission into Early Childhood
Education and Care in January 2024. 

Please..Note:.....ACECQA.....approved
qualifications not accepted are: Graduate
Diplomas and Graduate Certificates



Under s24 of the Teachers Registration and 
Standards Act, 2004 (the Act) - Conditions of
Registration, the Board may impose
conditions of registration which may include
the following:

conditions requiring the education that
the person may provide (in this case, the
education is restricted to early childhood
centres, pre-schools, kindergarten, and
Out-of-school aged care for prior to
compulsory school-aged children).

Compliance with conditions
of registration
Registered teachers must comply with
conditions of registration. A person's history
of compliance with conditions of
registration is also a relevant factor in fit and
proper considerations at the time of  
renewal of their registration.

Conditions of registration are also relevant
for employers, who should check the Public
Register to ensure they do not appoint,
employ, engage or give permission to a
registered teacher to teach at an
educational institution in contravention of a
condition, including where limited to
providing education in an early childhood
setting.
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A teacher with this condition on their
Registration is limited to teaching in early
childhood services including preschools,
kindergartens and long day care settings. 

Early childhood teachers involved in
provision of a dedicated education program,
in an out-of-school hours care setting,
should also be limited to providing birth-to
five, or early childhood education.

What this condition means

How do I apply?
By reference to your completed ACECQA
approved qualification, you may apply using
the standard application for teacher
registration, fill in the form, provide proof of
your qualification, pay a teacher registration
fee and undergo the usual fitness checks. You
will then be registered. A Certificate of
Registration including the condition will be
issued and the Public Register of registered
teachers will advise others of the condition
effect.

What if I’m studying a 4-year
accredited qualification
(whether birth-to-8, or birth-
to-12 studies?)
You can continue your studies. You can seek
registration as a teacher, but not limited to
providing education in an early childhood
setting. This condition will not apply to you.
You will apply for teacher registration and
once granted, be eligible to work across the
sectors.

https://www.trb.sa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/960479/TRB-1-2024..pdf
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Where particular circumstances need to be
considered, you should contact the
Registration team at the TRB for advice
specific to your situation. You can contact
the team via email at:
Earlychildhoodqueries@trb.sa.edu.au

If I’m part way through an
early childhood qualification
and hold a Special Authority
to Teach, can I stop at the 3-
year equivalent point of
study?

How can I find out more or
get help?
If you require further information about the
information in this fact sheet, please refer to
the Board website at www.trb.sa.edu.au

You can also contact a staff member from the
Registration team using the email:
Earlychildhoodqueries@trb.sa.edu.au
or by phoning 8253 9700

Who does this information 
refer to?
Early Childhood Teachers, Directors and
Centre Managers, Education Sector staff,
and employers.


